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The Strasbergs have always been great 

supporters of Israel and active in many causes 
to this end. The Strasbergs take great pride 
and joy in their family, especially their children 
and grandchildren. They have five children; 
daughters Chaya, who is married to Dani; 
Zahavi, Malka, Rehana, and son Amichai, who 
is married to Adina. They have four grand-
children and are eagerly anticipating the ar-
rival of the fifth. 

Madam Speaker, I want to commend Rabbi 
Michael and Elaine Strasberg for their years of 
dedicated commitment to the Flushing and Ja-
maica communities and their residents. The 
Strasberg’s integrity, selflessness, and good 
example have made a compelling difference in 
the lives of those they have touched. I ask my 
colleagues in the House of Representatives to 
please join me now in honoring Rabbi Michael 
and Mrs. Elaine Strasberg. 
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TRIBUTE TO 1ST LT. KEVIN GASP-
ERS AND STAFF SGT. KENNETH 
LOCKER 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2007 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
it is with great sadness that I rise today to 
offer my condolences to the families of 1st Lt. 
Kevin Gaspers, of Hastings, and Burwell na-
tive Staff Sgt. Kenneth Locker, who were laid 
to rest last week with honor. They lost their 
lives, along with seven other soldiers of the 
Army’s 82nd Airborne Division, in a terrorist 
attack in Iraq. 

These young men represented some of the 
best qualities of Nebraskans, and our State 
mourns their loss. 

Locker has been described as compas-
sionate, caring, thoughtful, and generous. Be-
fore he died, he told his father he was fighting 
in Iraq for the children, that they might have a 
safer world to live in. His sacrifice for that idea 
should be inspiring for us all. 

Gaspers also had a reputation of generosity, 
sincerity, and dedication. He touched so many 
lives during his time with us, and the out-
pouring of support from the community has 
been nothing short of inspiring. 

These young men led lives rich in meaning, 
and it is tragic to see those lives cut short. 
They were sons, friends, and role models. 
They were filled with kindness, selflessness, 
and humor. My heart and thoughts go out to 
their families during this difficult period. 
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CONGRATULATING CHARTER 
SCHOOLS FOR THEIR ONGOING 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 1, 2007 

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 344, congratulating charter 
schools and their students, parents, teachers 
and administrators across the U.S. for their 
ongoing contributions to education, and for 
other purposes. This resolution, offered by 

Representative CHARLES BOUSTANY of Lou-
isiana, is a great way of acknowledging the 
excellent service charter schools provide to 
students and parents across the Nation. 

This is National Charter Schools Week and 
over 1 million students are receiving an out-
standing education through the thousands of 
charter schools in the United States. Offering 
choice, accountability, flexibility and local con-
trol, charter schools are a great educational al-
ternative choice for students and parents. 

I congratulate the 27 charter schools in Kan-
sas and the over 3,600 charter schools across 
the Nation for their continued focus on giving 
students a quality education and helping to 
keep America competitive in the global econ-
omy. Equipping America’s young people with 
a sound education is vital and charter schools 
are doing this with excellence. 

Today, I will vote in favor of H. Res. 344 
and I urge my colleagues to do the same. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2007 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Madam Speaker, I 
was inadvertently detained for rollcall No. 278, 
Mr. SESTAK’s amendment to H.R. 1429. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NEW JERSEY PEACE 
ACTION 

HON. BILL PASCRELL 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 8, 2007 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker; I would 
like to call your attention to the work of an out-
standing organization, New Jersey Peace Ac-
tion, which will celebrate 50 years of activism 
in New Jersey at an anniversary reception on 
Sunday, May 6, 2007. 

It is only fitting that New Jersey Peace Ac-
tion be honored in this, the permanent record 
of the greatest democracy ever known, for the 
very purpose of this organization is to help 
educate and engage New Jersey residents in 
the community and political activism. Their 
work helps Americans become informed and 
active in the democratic process. 

New Jersey Peace Action began as NJ 
SANE in 1957. That year the New York Times 
ran the headline ‘‘We are facing a danger un-
like any danger that has ever existed before,’’ 
calling for an end to nuclear testing and ask-
ing Americans to redirect our energies, redis-
cover our moral strength and redefine our pur-
pose. The National Committee for a SANE 
Nuclear Policy was formed, and its New Jer-
sey signers became the base of NJ SANE. 
The following year, NJ SANE selected Dorothy 
Eldridge as chairperson. NJ local committees 
echoed National SANE campaign to end nu-
clear testing by exposing facts about radiation, 
and assumed a role as watchdog on an inter-
national crisis that threatened nuclear war. 

By 1960, NJ SANE had gained wide sup-
port. At four rallies they sponsored about 
‘‘Ending All Nuclear Theats—Our Best Chance 
for Peace,’’ with Dr. Linus Pauling, they drew 

crowds of between 600 and 1000 people. In 
the next decade, the growth continued. Over 
5,000 marchers took part in a 110-mile walk 
from McGuire Air Force Base to the UN to call 
for a permanent test-ban agreement with the 
USSR. NJ SANE campaigned to expose the 
true nature of nuclear war and end civil de-
fense drills in schools. They worked to support 
President Kennedy’s efforts toward a test-ban 
treaty, and when it was signed, continued op-
position to drills in schools. Soon came the 
1970s and efforts were turned to the crisis in 
Vietnam, and the group opened its first real of-
fice. Members marched on Washington, raised 
money for war-injured children in Vietnam, and 
began draft counseling in addition to other ef-
forts. In 1975, NJ SANE successfully cam-
paigned against President Ford’s request for 
$522 million for the Indochina War. Soon Op-
eration Transfer, a campaign to change na-
tional priorities, took off and NJ SANE sup-
ported two new coalitions, SEA Alliance and 
NJ Mobilization for Survival. 

As we entered the 1980s new issues 
emerged and NJ SANE remained on the front 
lines for peace. SANE responded to Iran and 
Afghanistan with a call to reason, emphasizing 
the development of safe renewable energy 
sources as alternatives to oil dependency. Nu-
clear freeze efforts strengthened, and the 
group became involved in issues concerning 
Central America. In 1986, SANE merged with 
the Nuclear Weapons Freeze locally and na-
tionally. As we entered the 1990s, more 
issues arose and S/F was there to face them. 
There were rallies against the Gulf War, focus 
turned to economic issues, and the first con-
cert for peace was held. In 1992, NJ SANE/ 
Freeze became NJ Peace Action for a Sane 
World. In 1997 Virginia Ahearn and Bob Bend-
er became Co-Directors, and Virginia contin-
ued on to be Director. 

Soon NJ Peace Action entered the new mil-
lennium, with a new Director, Madelyn Hoff-
man. Right after September 11, 2001, NJ 
Peace Action began holding vigils, more than 
100 of them, in 12 different locations in sup-
port of addressing the attacks through inter-
national law rather than military action. The 
focus soon became opposition to the Iraq 
War. NJPA participated in the largest anti-war 
demonstrations since the Vietnam years. Me-
morials were held for the dead in Iraq, and a 
Peace Education Workshop was held for fami-
lies. 

Although some of the causes have changed 
throughout the years, a surprising number are 
still left to work for. The members of NJPA 
today are still working to eliminate nuclear 
weapons, and protect civil rights. They pro-
mote peaceful conflict resolution at all levels, 
and educate others in their communities by 
reaching out to them at community events, 
working closely with other groups to protest 
war and work for peace. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to learning about and recognizing 
the efforts of groups like New Jersey Peace 
Action. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, the members of the New Jersey 
Peace Action, all those who have been in-
formed and motivated by their work, and me 
in recognizing the outstanding contributions of 
this group to not only New Jersey but our en-
tire Nation. 
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